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Holland to help him in his war against the Swedes. But by birth
he was a Dane. He hailed from Jutland, where he had seen the
light of day in 1680 and was baptized Vitus Jonassen Bering. He
had joined the Danish Navy, and visited the East Indies, but
after his return to Denmark he had anticipated a more rapid
promotion in Russia, and he served in the Swedish war as

BERING IN ALASKA

captain of a Russian frigate. In 1724 Peter the Great ordered
him to cross Siberia, and build himself a vessel. Then he was
to find out whether America and Asia were one continent, or
whether the Hollanders and English of the sixteenth century
had been right when they had predicted the existence of a gap
which would make it possible to cross from the Pacific to the
Adantic by way of Nova Zembla and Cape Chelyuskin.

Bering walked across Siberia, reached the coast of Kam-
chatka, built himself a small boat, and sailed along the coast of